BC Timber Sales (BCTS) Direction to Small Scale Salvage Operators Applying to Salvage Timber Within or Near BCTS Approved Blocks or Areas in which BCTS has a Vested Interest

This document is intended to provide guidance to Small Scale Salvage Program (SSSP) operators seeking to obtain the approval of a salvage application where operations may impact BCTS.  By limiting applications to situations consistent with the guidelines below, the likelihood of a disallowed application will be greatly reduced.

No volume guidelines are provided.  Small scale salvage operations are constrained by the volume restriction currently applying to the program.  BCTS will evaluate suitable applications giving consideration to its own mandated program requirements.

Small scale salvage applications targeting timber on cut-blocks for which BCTS holds the silviculture liability will not be considered unless all of the following conditions are met:

· previous timber sale licence holder has been released of all statutory and contractual obligations;

· original logging occurred within the last three (3) years;

· silviculture treatments have not commenced;

· timber to be salvage logged is Douglas-fir or spruce that is currently bark beetle infested or at a high risk of bark beetle infestation;

· timber to be salvage logged is not located in a wildlife tree patch or other reserve;

· no silviculture prescription, site plan or forest development plan amendment is required;

· harvesting of the timber is consistent with the objectives contained within the original prescription. (i.e. coarse woody debris, riparian management area, mule deer winter range, visual etc.);

· harvesting will not increase BCTS’s silviculture liability or impact BCTS’s proposed silviculture treatment schedule;

· use of forest service roads will be undertaken with a road use permit, road use permit exemption or maintenance agreement with the permit holder; and

· existing non-status roads (including on-block roads) can be used to access the site provided no construction or upgrading is required.  This includes the removal or alteration of any barriers, water bars, cross ditches or other related deactivation or stabilizaton measures.  Non-status roads, which require neither upgrading nor reactivation, may only be used under a road permit or road permit exemption issued at the discretion of the district manager.

Small scale salvage operations targeting timber where access is across cut-blocks for which BCTS holds the silviculture liability will not be considered unless all of the following conditions are met:

· previous timber sale licence holder has been released of all statutory and contractual obligations;

· salvage operation will not damage residual timber, regenerating timber, silviculture treatments already carried out on-site or increase reforestation expenditures on the net area to be reforested portion of the block;

· harvesting will not increase BCTS’s silviculture liability or impact BCTS’s proposed silviculture treatments schedule;

· use of forest service roads is authorized via a road use permit or road use permit exemption; and

· existing non-status roads (including on-block roads) can be used to access the site provided no construction or upgrading is required.  This includes the removal or alteration of any barriers, water bars, cross ditches or other related deactivation or stabilization measures. Non‑status roads, which require neither upgrading nor reactivation, may only be used under a road permit or road permit exemption issued at the discretion of the district manager.

Small scale salvage operations targeting timber adjacent to BCTS forest service roads will only be considered when:

· skidding/yarding of timber will not occur along the road prism;

· decking of timber and piling of debris will not occur within the road prism.  Existing right‑of-way landings must be used to deck timber and pile debris when operations occur within the road right-of-way;

· ditch lines and drainage structures can be maintained at all times.  Ditch lines may be crossed with culverts provided they are removed and the ditch re-established upon the completion of harvesting operations;

· hazard abatement activities will be completed prior to any road deactivation scheduled by BCTS;

· harvesting, and all associated activities along the forest service road, will not interfere with other industrial users of the road; and

· where access restrictions are installed (i.e. road barriers) BCTS must be notified to ensure the objective of the access restriction is not compromised.  Harvesting operations must be completed in accordance with any and all direction provided by BCTS engineering staff (i.e. timing of operations, maintenance requirements, and load restrictions).

Where a proposed small scale salvage operation targets timber along a road accessing a BCTS block and a road permit has been issued, a verifiable agreement in principle concerning road use and maintenance must be reached with the permit holder prior to salvage licence application.  Small scale salvage operations must not overlap the permitted road right-of-way.

Small scale salvage operations targeting timber on areas where BCTS holds Category A approval will not generally be considered.  A possible exception may occur where Douglas-fir bark beetle infested timber occurs on a Category A block.  Harvesting under the SSSP must not reduce the opportunity for a viable timber sale licence at some point in the near future.

In rare circumstances where it is in the best interest of BCTS, salvage operations may be allowed that are inconsistent with the guidelines stated above.

Applicants must submit their proposal to dccfos@gov.bc.ca on a Major Licensee/BCTS Referral Form with a detailed map of the area showing the location of the damaged timber to be removed and all access roads.  Satisfactorily completed applications will be processed within fifteen working days unless there are extenuating circumstances.
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